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I devote this Number to Dr PurFrNANDO. 


LECTURE IV. 


"THE next branch of our Art to which I fhall have the honour to 
requeft your attention, is the Puf-Theatrical. But this depart- 
ment is fo extenfive, that I fhall referve for a particular LeCture its pro- 
grefs and prefent ftate in the Theatres-Royal of thefe kingdoms, and 
for the prefent content myfelf with laying before you an exact {peci- 
men of the literary embellifhments of thofe gentlemen who attra the 
notice of the Public to each of the three Minor T heatres of London. 


JONES’s CIRCUS. 


“ The Royal Circus in St George’s Fields promifes a moft fuccefsful 
feafon to Meff. Jones. Never did fuch a Company perform at an Ex- 
Theatre-Royal; which is at once a proof of the tafte, liberality, and 
affiduity of the Managers. When we confider the incomparable per- 
formance of Smith, the firft Equeftrian in the world, and the fuperior 
excellence of the horfemanthip in general at this charming Theatre, the 
elegance of the Dances, the admirable fele€tion and exquifite perform- 
ance of the Mufic, the beauty of the Scenery, the merits of the Panto- 
mimes, the claflical language and attic wit of the Burlettas, and, above 
all, the glorious fpoft of the Celebrated Real Poney Races, the Circus 
muft be allowed to Jeave all competition at a diftance.” 


Ro .. ook & 

The new Performances at Aftley’s Amphitheatre of Aris, of which 
fo Be has been faid, fo much is faying, and much more is expected to 
be faid, are in every one’s mouth. In our opinion, Aflicy is ‘the moft 
furprifing man in the world. That his prefent entertainment affords a 
ftriking proof of the affertion, muft be allowed by a all who have be- 
held it ; and thofe who have not, will hardiy remain long in doubt. 


SADLERS WELLS. 


 JiasteER Monpay. This favourite Holiday of the orderly and 
lal, by an ample 


‘vourite Theatre 


as 


induftrious was commemorated at Sadlers W i as 
fhow of Amufement, which effectually fecured to this 
its accuftomed fuperiority in numbers of Holi ame: Vifitors, and m ade 
Iflington once more all alive. An admirable new Pantomime, in whic 

a well-known Oriental Tale was char mingly reprefented, at once on 
lighted and aftonifhed the many, while the Learned beheld with admi- 

ration the Cofume and Manners of the Faft obferved with an accuracy 
and correctnefs hitherto unknown to the Stace. In fhort, a more grand 
and exquifitely beautiful fpe@tacle was never brought forward. Here, 
and here only, ought Harlequin to brandifh his wooden {word. Here 
the world can hardly conceive the aflonifhing metamorplofus perform- 
ed by the Motley Hero to be Iefs than the real effects of Enchantment. 
Of the Dances it is is impofiible to Page in terms equal to their excel- 


_ lence. $n 


bo pe rool = 

















Ee ae 


“ Tt is nat the Jeaft merit of the Sadlers Wells Managers, that their 
Entertainments are announced to the Town with a degree of mode 
and decency, which always fecure the patronage of tafte and fafhion, 
and gives that Theatre more the air of a little Opera-houfe than a Sum- 
mer Show-fhop. The refpectable part of the Public do not like to be 
trumpeted to their Amufements.” 


As Iam upon Public Amufements, it would be unpardonable were I 
to pafs over the Septennial Theatre of St Stephens. And here I muft 
regret that fo congenial a fubje& fhould not more employ the Puffic 
pen. Not one fpecimen of excellence can I find in this branch. The 
following, copied from the Star, of 6th May 1796, however ufeful it 
may be at this particular period, is a mere matter-of-fa@ advertifement. 
Good God ! how fhould we feel were the fubjeét treated by a Godfrey, 


a Brodum, or a Charles ! 


“PARLIAMENTARY INTEREST. 


“ A Man of Fortune and Character may be introduced to a certain 
Honourable Situation. Letters from Principals only, figned with their 
real name, addrefle’ to W. Randell, Efquire, at Mr Southern’s, Sta- 
tioner, No. 27. St James’s Street, will be attended to.” 


The Puff-Military deferves next our attention. As the late and pre- 
fent wars have rendered it neceflary, they have amply felt its benefit. 
And I am happy that I have an opportunity, merely by extracts from 
one {pecimen, to fhow that in this department it is reduced to per- 


fe€tion. 


“ ‘Wanted a few dafhing, fpirited, and aGtive Young Men, of good 
Countenance and Charaé¢ter, for the -— Regiment of Light Dra- 
goons, under the immediate command of , who 
invites all Afpiring, Brave, Courageous, Daring, Enterprifing, Fine, 
Gallant, Handfome, Invincible, Jolly, Kind, Loyal, Manly, Noble, 
Orderly, Proper, Quick, Ranting, Spirited, Tall, Undaunted, "Willing 
Excellent, Young-Zounds Heroes bold, who with to fignalife 
themfelves in Arms for their KING and COUNTRY, have now a Glo- 
rious Opportunity. "When they join the Regiment, they fhall be com- 
pletely equipped with Three New Suits of Superfine Blue Cloaths, rich- 
ly embroidered, with a Fighting Jacket, fmart Pantaloons, an elegant 
Helmit, genteel Feather-cap, neat light Pair of Boots, and Silver Spurs, 
a fhining Broad Sword and Carbine, mounted upon a fine Yorkthire 
Hunter, fit to challenge any Gentleman Sportfman in this country of 
the next, and every thing to complete a Gentleman Light Dragoon, to 
the amount of L. 250 and upwards. As a number of Non-commif- 
fioned Officers are wanted, Young Men that are Scholars may be affu- 
red of immediate promotion, and thofe of Merit will certainly obtain 


Commiffions. 
“ Come, my Lads, who have fpirit your Country to fave, 
“ Repair to the Standard of a Commander fo brave ; 
“ You'll be led on to Honour and Glory, ne’er fear, 
“ ‘To withftand Democrats, and punifh Mounfeer. 











“* N. B. None but Heroes will be accepted.” 


The alphabetical enumeration of Military Virtue in the preceding In- 
vitation, is happily imagined, and fhews a great and comprehenfive 
mind. The following may be given as a proper appendage. 
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“ SHOOTING REDUCED TO A PERFECT SCIENCE. 


“ Richard Toomer, of Broomy Lodge in the New Forreft, Hamp- 
fhire, teaches the Art of Shooting, fo that in Twenty Leffons, at One 
Guinea each, his Pupils will with certainty fhoot Pidgeons flying with 
a fingle ball. ‘He alfo inftruéts Gentlemen in the Art of Firing Piftols 
in a manner that mutt be highly ufeful to all who may be involved in Af- 
fairs of Honour. 


Of the Puf-Afrological I have, in the preceding Lecture, given a 
brilliant {pecimen from the Claflical pen of the Chevalier Clairvoyant, a 
perfe& Conftellation of Excellence. As !efs luminous, but {till bright 
ftars, follow, Mrs Stewart and the two Mrs Williamfes—but my time 
will not permit me to detail the invitations which they give to the Fair 
and Rich to know their deftinies. Two of thefe Ladies, it may be ob- 
ferved, difpute which is the real Mrs Williams; but this demon- 
ftrates the unqueftionable merits of one Mrs Williams in this Celeftial 
Science *. 


Of the Puf-Logical I cannot give a better fpecimen than from the 
pen of an eminent Medical Profeffor, who is an enemy to the ufe of 
Mercury. | 

“ Mercury THE MINIsTER OF DEATH. 

“* Whether the ancients had any knowledge of the effeéts of the mi- 
neral called Mercury on the human body, is not afcertained ; but it is 
remarkable, that the god bearing that name was the univerfal conductor 
of fouls to the infernal abodes”. 


When treating of the Puff-Cof/metical, 1 omitted one fpecimen which 
muft not be forgotten. 1 truft it will render univerfal the ineftimable 
Powder it announces. 


“ VALUABLE DISCOVERY. 


“ A merchant, in his travels, obferved at a place where he made 
fome ftay, that the people, even the moft aged, were not grey-haired ; 
and afking the caufe, received for anfwer, they had a Powder only 
known to them, which they ufed from their childhood, that fo nourifh- 
ed the hair that it never changed or grew thin ; and if any omitted 
ufing it in ther youth, and found the hair change or fall off, if they 
took the Powder, it prevented it growing worfe, and frequently made 
it better. As they would not be tempted to difeover what it was made 
from, he purchafed a large quantity, and agreed on terms for any far- 
ther {upply he might ftand in need of ; and now offers it to the Public 
at 5s. 6d. cach packet; and appoints it to be fold at No. 41. Frith 
Street, Soho.” 


The Puffic Art has introduced to the tables of the curious many de- 
licacies heretofore unknown. Of thefe my time will only allow one 
example. 


“ ‘Two new American Peas—the Wabith Great Pea, which is the 
fineft in the world, both for its enormous fize, delicious flavour, and 
abundant crops—and the Vermont Green Beaty, which is even fupe- 
rior to the Wabifh, and has never been equalled for beauty when on the 
table, or delicacy of tafte.” 


I muft refer you to the newfpapers for the fublime compofitions of 


the great Mr Charles, Miniature Painter to his Royal Highnefs the Prince 
| of 


to inform his Fair Readers, that Mrs Williams of 
nd ber rival aa impoftor. _ : 


* Mr Phantom thinks it his duty 
Store Street is the real Mrs William 
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of Wales, in which that fon of Minerva, after:a learned philofophical 
difquifition on Optics, modeftly obferves, “ That were it not for his fu- 
perior knowledge of the nature of colours, his merits as an artift would 
little exceed thofe of Sir Jofhua Reynolds.” Nay, in the conclution, he 
does not even claim the palm. What Sir Jofhua was (fays he) in 
large, Charles is in miniature.” 


It may appear furprifing, that, great as the progrefs has been of this 
our Art in all fciences, and in moft profeflions, it is by none fo unfkil- 
fully practifed as by the Bookfellers.° This clafs of men has been not 
ineptly compared to eunuchs in a feraglio, guardians of beauties they 
cannot enjoy; an obfervation that is here but too well exemplified, their 
awkward attempts fhewing how little they profit by the examples under 
their charge. Their puffs confift of ill-put-together and clumfy expref- 
fions of —fplendor—diftinguifhed magnificence—decorative excellence 
-—typographical perfection—exquifite prints, worth three times the price 
of the book—fuperfine wove vellum, curioufly hot-prefled—and fo 
on.—But as no branch of our Art is fufceptible of more fuperb em- 
bellifhments, I propofe, in a future Lecture, to lay before you fome 
new original, and I hope perfect, defigns of the Puf-Biblipical. In 
the mean time, I think it juft to mention, that I have very lately feen 
one fpecimen, evincing confiderable genius and ingenuity. It is a new 
edition of the Holy Bible, “ with beautiful Engravings of the principal 
Perfons in the Old and New Teftament, from Pictures from the Life, by 
the firft Mafters.” Iam happy alfo to obferve fome refpeCtable attempts 
of a northern Manufaturer of Books in a provincial town in Scotland. 


Before I conclude this Lecture, I muft obferve, that it gives me the 
moft heart-felt fatisfaction to find, that the world profits by my inftruc- 
tions. Since the publication of one of my former Leétures in that ini- 
mitable Periodical Paper called Tue Guosvt, I find mankind making a 
rapid progrefs towards perfeGtion. Dr Brodum, in his late comparifon 
of the human body to a tea-keitle, has exceeded himfelf; and it is like- 
wife a great improvement, that to the laft Edition of his truly interefting 
and valuable Work, dedicated to the King, (which has been tranflated 
into the French, German, and Spanifh languages), there is prefixed “ fo 
good a likenefs of the Doétor, as to prevent all that have it in their pof- 
ieffion from being liable to be deceived by a fet of impoftors, who ai- 
fume the Doétor’s name and perfon, for the purpofe of more effeQually 
deceiving the Public.” Nay, I obferve even the dawnings of Genius 
in the city of Edinburgh. As an incitement to emulation, I infert it en- 


_ tire; and the rather as the modefty of its author has prevented him from 


fending his offspring to the world in a new/paper, confining it to the 
walls of a bookfelier’s fhop.—But it fhall go abroad. 


“ Mr A. M. (Matter of Arts, I fuppofe) having a few hours every 
day to {pare from his own neceffary ftudies, wifhes to employ them in 
affifting any Gentleman ftudying Medicine in the perufal of Scle& Por- 
tions of the Works of Hippocrates, Galen, Celfus, Freind, Gregory, 
Leber, &c. &c. in acquiring by exercife fuch facility and fkill in Latin 
compofition, as may be requifite for writing a Memorandum, a Recipe, 
or a Thefis. The fees required will be moderate and reafonable.” 

The climax of a Memorandum !—a Recipe !!—a Thefis !!!—-would 
do honour to an Academy of Inflation. And I fee alfo another laudable 
attempt in an eminent Silverfmith, who announces, “ Variety paft de- 
{cription, and Elegance beyond competition,” 








Sold by G. Munre anp Son, South Bridge, Edinburgh ; who xeceive Communica- 
_ tions for this Paper, poft paid, and addrefled to Mr Phantom._—The Grost may 
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